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Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Tuesday, January 28th, 2020 Special Meeting 4:00 PM 

  Town Hall- Lower Level Conference Room 

    75 Main St. Southington 

 

                               Minutes 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Baczewski and 

Mr. Morelli. Also in attendance was Ex-Officio Member David Lavallee, Assistant Town 

Planner/Environmental Land Use Planner.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:09 PM  

 

The Special Meeting minutes of January 8
th

 2020 were approved upon a motion by Mr. 

Riccio; Second by Mr. Borowy, and passing with all in favor (one abstention being Mr. 

Pocock). 

 

The next order of business was a budget update; Mr. Lavallee reported no significant 

increase or decrease.  

 

Next was the Parcel Maintenance Assignments discussion item. Mr. Lavallee reported on 

current haying assignments and the need to fill a few spots to take over fields that were 

not maintained last year. Mr. Lavallee will reach out to a new individual capable of 

performing the task. Chairman Chaplinsky asked if some type of deterrent could be 

implemented to keep loitering down at night at the Novick Property parking area. Some 

ideas were solar pole mounted cameras and low wattage solar lights. Research will be 

done to provide some options. Next was a discussion on the use of goats to keep weeds 

down at various parcels, most likely Novick’s. The option has been successful elsewhere 

and will be looked into further.  

 

To round out membership, two appointments need to be made regarding ex-officio 

members currently in the farming vocation. Follow-up will be reported at the next 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Palmieri spoke on the status of the Farm Heritage activities; LEAF will continue to 

be an important program moving forward and various grants and donor funding will be 

sought to help sustain its programs.  A master calendar has been requested by Chairman 

Chaplinsky that will note various agricultural programs and activities such as haying 

assignments on open space parcels, LEAF planting season, farm stand operations, 



farmer’s markets, farm stands, and CSA.  The upkeep of current facilities such as the 

barns at the LEAF site as well as the Grosky Farm will be a priority.  For the next 

meeting, Mr. Borowy and Mr. Riccio to discuss education idea with regional coordinator 

to advise on a possible program focus and expansion.  Also, identify funding needs for 

each item as appropriate so we can try to get funding. 

 

Motion to convene Executive Session at 4:55 by Mr. Borowy; Second by Pocock- all in 

favor. Out at 5:00. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:06 upon a motion by Mr. Riccio; Second by Mr. Pocock with 

all in favor.  


